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Kio Mayede, a seventh grader from Homma Elementary, made homemade lava lamps by adding 
Alka Seltzer to oil and water. It was one of the many projects on display at Science Jam, held at 
Aberdeen Centre on Tuesday. See story and more photos on pages 6 and 7.

Students showcase science
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Richmond’s mayor hopes 
appointment will build 
public confidence

by Jeff Nagel and Matthew Hoekstra
Black Press

Billionaire businessman Jim Pattison gave 
transit referendum Yes forces a lift Thursday 
by agreeing to chair a committee to oversee 
the flow of money if voters approve the pro-
posed sales tax increase.

The move aims to bolster the assurances 
of the Metro Vancouver mayors’ council that 
money from the 0.5 per cent Congestion 
Improvement Tax will go to the projects set 
out in the accompanying plan, and not be 
misspent by TransLink as opponents predict.

Richmond Mayor Malcolm Brodie acknowl-
edged one of the main hesitations of voters 
is a lack of confidence in the new money 
being well-spent. He hopes Pattison’s pres-
ence will give voters a renewed sense of con-
fidence in the plan for TransLink.

“Jim Pattison’s reputation—going way past 
Expo 86, but particularly with Expo 86—was 
that he was a very wise steward of public 
money,” said Brodie. “I’m hoping this will 
give people confidence that the money will 
be well-spent, it will be used for the priorities 
set out in the mayors’ vision.”

Pattison told Black Press he intends to vote 
Yes in the referendum.

“For me, I think it’s the right thing to do,” 
he said of his personal position in the refer-
endum and he rejected suggestions he has 
become part of the Yes campaign.

“I have not joined any campaign,” Pattison 
said. “I have been asked to get involved to 
oversee—if there is a Yes vote—that the 
funds go to where it’s supposed to go.”

He was approached “in the last few days” 
by Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson, who 
told reporters that mayors had been plan-
ning an oversight committee for a number 
of months.

Pattison won’t be paid for his role—which 
Robertson described as independent—as 
chair of the public accountability commit-
tee for the transit and transportation plan. 

He said he agreed to take on the role much 

as he did when he was tapped 30 years ago 
to head Expo 86—the mayor phoned and 
asked him to do it.

“It’s a community deal. I live here and the 
province and city have been very good to 
me. So I’m happy to do it if I can be helpful.” 

Other members of the committee are to be 
recruited by Pattison and approved by the 
mayors’ council.

They’re to work with the mayors, the prov-
ince and TransLink to define a process for fi-
nancial review and oversight of the estimat-
ed $250 million a year that the sales tax hike 
would raise within Metro to fund a variety of 
transit and transportation projects over the 
next 10 years.

The committee will report directly to the 
public each year on whether the funds raised 
are spent on the defined project and in the 
priority set out in the plan.

No TransLink Tax campaign head Jordan 
Bateman predicts any audits will succeed 
only in uncovering waste after the fact, not 
preventing it, and said Pattison’s committee 
will have no real power to force changes or 
penalize TransLink if funds are poorly spent.

He called it a desperate “Hail Mary pass” by 
mayors that won’t work because the public 
doesn’t trust TransLink.

Pattison is chairman and CEO of the Jim Pat-
tison Group, Canada’s second largest private 
company with 39,000 employees. Forbes has 
estimated his net worth at $7.3 billion.

Jim Pattison to oversee 
transit tax cash if Yes wins

Evan Seal file photo
Jim Pattison will lead an oversight committee 
if the Yes side wins the transit referendum.
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Noel van den Hemel photos
Westwind Elementary Grade 6 students Josh Wessels and Thomas Dickinson along with sev-
enth grader Kyle Matsunuma subtracted micro bugs from soils in a project titled “Hide n Seek”.

Crystal Zhang, a sixth grader from Brighouse Elementary, proposed the question, “If your eyesight is 
poor, can you smell better?” for her project titled Smell vs. Eyesight Combat.
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Notice of Public Hearing
Monday, March 16, 2015 – 7 p.m.

Council Chambers, Richmond City Hall

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the City of Richmond will hold a Public Hearing as noted above, on the following items:

City of Richmond | 6911 No. 3 Rd. Richmond BC  V6Y 2C1 | Tel: 604-276-4000

www.richmond.ca

1. RICHMOND ZONING BYLAW 8500, 
AMENDMENT BYLAW 9182 
(RZ 14-666216)

 Location/s: 11760 Seaton Road
 Applicant/s:  Alan Kwok and Angelina 

Kwok
 Purpose: To rezone the subject 

property from “Single Detached (RS1/E)” 
to “Single Detached (RS2/B)”, to permit 
subdivision into two (2) lots.

 City Contact:  Andrew Yu
604-204-8518
Planning and Development 
Department

BYLAW 9182

2. RICHMOND ZONING BYLAW 8500, 
AMENDMENT BYLAW 9209 
(RZ14-671974)

 Location/s: 10019 Granville Avenue
 Applicant/s: JM Architecture Inc.
 Purpose: To amend the existing 

“Congregate Housing and Child Care – 
McLennan (ZR8)” zoning district to remove 
“congregate housing” from permitted 

uses, reduce the maximum Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR) and increase the maximum number of 
children permitted in a licensed child care 
facility from 37 to 88.

 City Contact:  Minhee Park
604-276-4188
Planning and Development 
Department 

BYLAW 9209

How to obtain further information:
• By Phone:  If you have questions or concerns, 
please call the CITY CONTACT shown above.
• On the City Website:  Public Hearing Agendas, 
including staff reports and the proposed bylaws, 
are available on the City Website at  http://www.
richmond.ca/cityhall/council/agendas/hearings/2015.
htm
• At City Hall: Copies of the proposed bylaw, 
supporting staff and Committee reports and 
other background material, are also available 
for inspection at the Planning and Development 
Department at City Hall, between the hours of 
8:15 am and 5 pm, Monday through Friday, except 
statutory holidays, commencing March 6, 2015 and 

ending March 16, 2015, or upon the conclusion of 
the hearing.
• By Fax or Mail:  Staff reports and the proposed 
bylaws may also be obtained by FAX or by standard 
mail, by calling 604-276-4007 between the hours of 
8:15 am and 5 pm, Monday through Friday, except 
statutory holidays, commencing March 6, 2015 and 
ending March 16, 2015.
Participating in the Public Hearing process:
• The Public Hearing is open to all members of the 
public.  If you believe that you are affected by the 
proposed bylaw, you may make a presentation or 
submit written comments at the Public Hearing.  
If you are unable to attend, you may send your 
written comments to the City Clerk’s Offi ce by 4 pm 
on the date of the Public Hearing as follows:
• By E-mail:  using the on-line form at http://www.
richmond.ca/cityhall/council/hearings/about.htm
• By Standard Mail: 6911 No. 3 Road, Richmond, 
BC, V6Y 2C1,  Attention:  Director, City Clerk’s 
Offi ce
• By Fax:  604.278.5139,  Attention:  Director, City 
Clerk’s Offi ce
• Public Hearing Rules:  For information on 
public hearing rules and procedures, please consult 
the City website at http://www.richmond.ca/cityhall/
council/hearings/about.htm or call the City Clerk’s 
Offi ce at 604.276.4007.
• All submissions will form part of the record of the 
hearing. Once the Public Hearing has concluded, 
no further information or submissions can be 
considered by Council.  It should be noted that the 
rezoned property may be used for any or all of the 
uses permitted in the “new” zone.
David Weber
Director, City Clerk’s Offi ce
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Does up-tempo music 
get your heart racing?

Do girls have better re-
flexes than boys?

These were among 
the questions posed 
by pint-sized scientists 
during the 12th annual 
Science Jam, held at Ab-
erdeen Centre Tuesday 
afternoon.

More than 800 stu-
dents from more than a 
dozen local elementary 
schools displayed their 
love for science at the 
non-competitive event 
organized by the Rich-
mond School District.

Science Jam served 
as a showcase for the 
Grade 5 to Grade 7 stu-
dents, who were en-
couraged to interact 
with shoppers and ex-
plain their hypothesis 
and how they conduct-
ed their experiments.

At Westwind Elemen-
tary, Grade 6 students 
Josh Wessels and Thom-
as Dickinson along with 
seventh grader Kyle 
Matsunuma subtracted 
micro bugs from soils in 
a project titled “Hide n 
Seek”.

They used a home-
made funnel to deter-
mine which soil had the 
most micro bugs and 
used soil dirt, sand and 
compost soil, predicting 
that sand would have 
the least bugs and dirt 
the most.

They discovered that 
sand did not have any 
micro bugs and the 
compost soil had the 
most due to the nutri-
tion compost soil con-
tained.

Grade 7 students Alex 
Guo, Quinton Qiu and 
Xiao Ning Ning from 
Brighouse Elemen-
tary did an experiment 
called “Parachutes.”

They wanted to de-
termine if a parachute’s 
material affected the 
speed it fell.

“A feather and a rock 
will drop at exactly the 
same rate pulled by 
earth’s gravity,” Guo ex-
plained.   “The feather 
will fall more slowly be-
cause it catches air as it 
falls, which we call air 
resistance.”

They discovered that 
the material opening 
from a parachute in-
creased the air resis-
tance and determined 
that the paper towel 
parachute they made 
was the best and fell the 
slowest.      

Crystal Zhang, a sixth 
grader from Brighouse 
Elementary, proposed 
the question, “If your 
eyesight is poor, can 
you smell better?” for 
her project titled “Smell 
vs. Eyesight Combat”.   
She had her participants 

wear blindfolds and 
smell several different 
lotions to match up the 

scents. Zhang discov-
ered that her hypothesis 
was incorrect because 

she could not control 
the surrounding smell 
of the environment and 
the blindfold had its 
own scent as well. 

From École des Navi-
gateurs was Grade 7 
student Jordan Chai, 
who asked, “Does the 
colour of the text or the 
paper affect the difficul-
ty of memorizing a list of 
words?”

He wrote 50 words in 
green marker on a piece 
of yellow paper and 
used a group of eight 
people to memorize the 
list of words.

His participants then 
had to write down each 
word they remembered. 
Chai saw that in total, 
the participants memo-
rized 38 words.  He tried 
it again with red paper 
and a blue marker, and 
found that same group 
of participants memo-
rized forty-two words. 

Kio Mayede, a seventh 
grader from Homma El-
ementary, made home-
made lava lamps by 
adding Alka Seltzer to 
oil and water.

“When you add the 

alka seltzer, it produces 
bubbles that contain 
carbon dioxide. When 
the bubbles break up, 
they fall back down.” 
says Kio, explaining the 
continuous rise and fall 
of the colored liquid in-
side lava lamps that had 
fascinated adults and 
kids alike.

Tanner March, also in 
Grade 7, from Brighouse 
Elementary, grew salt 
crystals on strings using 
different types of sea 
salt.

“I basically made a sat-
urated solution, moved 
the jars (containing the 
salts) into a warmer cli-
mate, and left them for 
seven days. The evapo-
ration of the water al-
lowed crystals to grow 
up the string.”

Tanner came up with 
this idea as a way of re-
cycling salt. He hopes to 
teach other kids to recy-
cle through his project.

— by Stephanie Chang 
Gillian Chan and Claire 
Zhao,  Youth Reporters

Martin van den Hemel photo
Tanner March, a Grade 7 student from Brighouse El-
ementary, grew salt crystals on strings using different 
types of sea salt.

Science Jam hits Aberdeen Centre

Personal Injury Law, ICBC Claims
“Experienced representation for serious injuries”

604-273-8518 • Suite 300-5900 No. 3 Road, Richmond
www.hughesco.com • Free Initial ConsultationLaw Corporation
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Search “distance bicycle” on the website 
for “Offi  cially Amazing Guinness 
World Records”— http://www.
guinnessworldrecords.com/ and 

you will retrieve over 800 results leading to 
the conclusion that in terms of riding a bike 
a certain distance in a certain time frame 
there are simply no more types of categories 
possible—simply no more heroic challenges.

Th is also means lots of records to challenge, 
one of which  Juan Francisco Guillermo, 
47, a Chilean cyclist was well on his way to 
besting when he was killed on a highway near 
Korat, Th ailand about 140 miles northeast of 
Bangkok on Saturday February 21st, 2015.  
Media reports say that “a speeding pickup 
truck driven by Tiwarat Ratchaipidet, aged 
64, scraped [Mr. Guillermo’s] bicycle on the 
roadside.”  Mr. Guillermo’s wife was on another 
bicycle with their two-year-old son and while 
she suff ered a slight sprain in the accident, Mr. 
Guillermo was thrown from his bicycle and 
died at the scene.

Published reports say the truck driver, who 
was unhurt, has been charged with “careless 
driving resulting in death and injury.”  Having 
started in November 2010, Mr. Guillermo 
was attempting to set a Guinness record by 
cycling 250,000 km (155,350 miles) over fi ve 
continents in fi ve years, thus scheduled to end 
in November 2015.  One report detailed his 
undertaking and the end result by noting that 
while he “overcame 795 fl ats, 328 tubes and 
120,000 km, …[he] could not overcome a bad 
driver.”

Despite the lofty stature of many a 
Guinness record, the ‘fun factor’ endures.  
Record challengers are, after all, motivated 
self-starters with an eye on their own 
glorious place in the sun.  In photographs, 
Mr. Guillermo, a T-shirted and helmeted 
young man with an open face is broadly 
smiling.  Media reports of his death also refer 
to the crash in 2013 on a Th ai highway east of 
Bangkok that killed a British couple—Peter 
Root and Mary Th ompson, both 34—engaged 
in their round-the-world cycling odyssey 
chronicled on their website, http://www.
twoonfourwheels.com/ and in engaging video 
blogs.

Before arriving in Th ailand, the British 
couple had cycled through Europe, the Middle 
East, Central Asia, and China.  Reports say that 
Worapong Sangkhawat, the 25-year-old truck 
driver who hit them was seriously injured and 
told police he lost control as he reached down 
to pick up a cap from the vehicle’s fl oor.

Although it may seem like another 
extravagance of the present time, long distance 
bicycle touring has a long history starting back 
in the early 19thth Century when bicycles at 
fi rst were ‘hobby-horses’ pushed by the feet 
rather than pedaled.  As bicycle technology 
advanced, so did the journeys undertaken.

In April 1884, for example, Th omas Stevens, 
a writer for the San Francisco Chronicle, 
equipped, in addition to his bicyclist clothing, 
with only a money belt, a revolver, two spare 
shirts and a rain cape, set off  around the world 
riding a 50-inch (wheel diameter) Columbia 
bicycle.  Th e articles he wrote about his two 
year journey became a two-volume 1,021-
page book.  In those days the reliability of the 
machine and the rigors of country life were the 
challenges.  Today, even in rural areas, sharing 
the road with cars and trucks is the riskiest part 
of the endeavour.

THETHE
ROADROAD
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www.roadrules.ca

Cedric Hughes    Barrister & Solicitor

…by Cedric Hughes, Barrister & Solicitor 
with regular weekly contributions from 
Leslie McGuffi  n, LL.B.

Th e Dangers of Riding a 
Bicycle Around the World

www.richmond.ca

City Centre Community Centre

140 - 8279 Saba Road
Tel: 604-238-8910

Preschool Open House 
and Registration
City Centre Community Centre
Preschool Program School Year 2015/2016
Classes run September 2015 through June 2016. 

Circle of Friends program is for children born in 2011 and 2012.

Two’s Time program is for children born in 2013.

Open House
Saturday, March 14
Drop in anytime between 
10:00 a.m. - noon
Please come with your child to tour 
the facility, meet our teachers and 
explore our classrooms.

Public Registration
(in person only)
Wednesday, April 8
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

On registration day bring: 
• A copy of your child’s birth certificate; 
• A $40 non-refundable registration fee; and
• 10 post-dated cheques or a credit card. 

JOIN THE
SUTTON TEAM!!!
Make a breakout move by joining 
our award-winning team today.

Call: 604-276-2898

It’s true! We have a fi rst rate training 
program for new and experienced agents.

sutton group - seafair realty
#550 - 9100 Blundell Road
Richmond. V6Y 1K3

or contact

Scott Russell
General Manager

via email at

srussell@sutton.com
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