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Every community in British Columbia
is bound by a family of shared
emotions
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5,000 Celebrate Beijing 2008 Olympics
At Aberdeen Centre

Wow. They started lining up at 3:00 a.m., Friday, August 8, 2008 -- much to the
surprise of the Aberdeen Centre guards. By 5:00 a.m., there were hundreds of
people lining up for their free pancakes -- and the doors to Aberdeen Centre
opened to displays, entertainment and a huge 28-foot video screen showing the
opening ceremaonies ofthe 2008 Beijing Summer Ohmpics.

The event, jointly organized by Richmand Spirit of BC and Aberdeen Centre, was
projected to have a maximum of 3,000 people, but people kept coming. By 7:00
a.m., about 5,000 people crammed in at all levels in Aberdeen Centre.

Highlights of the stage eventincluded over 15 past and current Qlyrmpians from
Richmond, an Clympic Fashion Show by The Bay, a dragon dance, terrific Asian
dances, tai chi demonstration -- and greetings from the Mayor, who read out his
proclamation celebrating the day, the Chinese Consul General, MP Raymond
Chan and provincial minister [da Chong.

Over 60 Richmond volunteers, from Richmond Spirit of BC, Richmond
Chinese Caommunity Society and Volunteer Richmond Information Services were
on hand to make the event a resounding success.

The event had a host of media on hand with live broadcasts by Fairchild TV and
Radio, CBC Radio, Global TV and CITY TV.

Special thanks to the event partners




