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Shark fin bill
awaits vote

Federal politicians set for debate over
whether to ban shark fin imports
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Shopping for Chinese New Year decorations at Aberdeen Centre,

Celebrating the
Chinese New Year

hinese New Year marks

the beginning of the

new year according to
the Chinese lunisolar calendar.

Each Chinese new year, which
i5 known as 5pring Festival in
China, is represented by one of 12
creatures. 2013 is the Year of the
Snake.

One of the more important ele-
ments of the Chinese New Year is
the reunion dinner. For the reunion
dinner, which is held on the eve of
the new year, families traditionally
gather in the parents’home or the
home of the eldest brother, though
many families now gatherin a
restaurant.

A reunion dinner typically in-
cludes a lavish spread that can fea-
ture a variety of dishes like chicken,
fish and pork.

Chinese New Year celebrations
last for 15 days. During these
celebrations, students and migrant
workers return home, and much of
the country is in transit. The festivi-
ties culminate on Chap Goh Mei, or
the 15th night, which also involves
a family meal as well as music and
decorations.

The Snake is the sixth sign of the
Chinese Zodiac, Enigmatic, intui-

tive, introspective, and refined, the
Snake in the house is considered a
good omen because it means your
family will not starve. People born
in the Year of the Snake are con-
sidered keen, cunning, intelligent,
wise and good at business. They
also are typically sophisticated, and
their choices for home decoration
are cultured.

The origin of Chinese New Year
is not entirely certain. One legend
suggests that there was once a
maonster called Nian, who appeared
each spring to attack Chinese
villages. Legend has it that dur-
ing these attacks Nian would eat
anything to come in his path, be
it plants, animals and even human
beings.

Fearful of Nian's return, villagers
one spring hung red paper on their
doors and lit bamboo on fire when
Nian arrived. The bright colours
and crackling of bamboo burning
startled Mian, who turned and fled.

Since then, Chinese people hang
red paper and lanterns outside
their homes and loud noises,
particularly those from firecrackers,
are common on the eve of the new
year.

This year the Chinese New Year
will be celebrated on February 10.
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Eight auspicious ways to
celebrate Chinese New Year

Tourism Richmond crafts
list aimed at getting the
most out of Year of the
Snake festivities

ed and gold streamers,
tasseled lanterns and
paper-cut snake motifs

are appearing in shop windows

across Richmond.

This year, the Lunar New Year falls
on Sunday, Feb. 10, and Richmond is
again playing host to one of the most
extensive two-week Chinese New Year
celebrations.

Thousands will flock to Chinese
restaurants and malls to welcome the
Year of the Snake with fireworks, well-
wishing rituals, live music, a new year
countdown, Chinese flower and gift
fairs, colourful lion and dragon dances
and, of course, authentic food.

Tourism Richmond compiled a list
of the top eight ways to celebrate the
Season.

-Eat your way to prosperity: Food is
central to Chinese New Year celebra-
tions. It's believed that eating auspi-
cious foods like whole fish and lettuce

&
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wraps will bring fortune and good luck. EESSEES
See Page B8 1he lion's dance is a popular part of Chinese New Year.
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KUNG HEY FAT CHOY'!

We are here to ensure a peaceful
start to your prosperous year!

ABERDEEN CENTRE

1330 - 4151 Hazelbridge Way

604.233.0500

aberdeen@pgins.com

PARKER PLACE MALL

1200 - 4380 No. 3 Road

604.279.9828

richmond@pgins.com

The Year of the Snake

Cannery marks the New Year

To celebrate Lunar New Year, discover the
important contribution of Chinese workers to the
fishing industry at the Gulf of Georgia Cannery
Mational Historic Site. A scavenger hunt will lead
children through the Cannery and the childrens’
craft area will feature activities such as making a
money pouch, discovering the mysteries of the
Chinese zodiac and a fun chopstick game.

The activities will be available February 9
through 17th.

As an additional attraction for Family Day, Parks
Canada is offering a complimentary youth admis-
sion (age 6 to 16) when one adult admission is
purchased. This will be valid February 9and 11 at
the Cannery.

The Gulf of Georgia Cannery Mational Historic
Site of Canada is operated by the non-profit Gulf
of Georgia Cannery Society, on behalf of Parks
Canada. S5ee www.gulfofgeorgiacannery.com for
info.

Flower fair
kicks off

Chinese
New Year

Aberdeen Centre hosts flower
and gift fair from Feb. 6 to 11

Festivities will kick off at Aberdeen Centre for the
Chinese New Year with the annual Flower and Gift
Fair.

From Wednesday, Feb. 6 to Monday, Feb. 11,
during normal mall hours, the mall will be smelling
heavenly with the scent of fresh flowers and colour-
ful gifts.

The Chinese New Year's Eve countdown will be
on Saturday, Feb. 9, from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 am. in
the mall's central atrium, with blessings from the
Chinese God of Fortune.

On Sunday, Feb. 10, the Golden Dragon and Lion
Dance will start at 11 a.m. in the outdoor courtyard,
with visits from store to store beginning at noon.

Entertainment will be provided by the B.C.
Chinese Music Association, Vancouver Academy of
Dance, Colors of Dance Academy and Vancouver
Cantonese Opera.

The Tom Lee Year of the Snake Concert runs from
1 to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 16.

Aberdeen Centre is located at 4400 Hazelbridge
Way.

—by Martin van den Hemel



